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Whitminster Parish Plan 
 
 
 

Introduction 

 
What is a Parish Plan, and why we need to have one. 

 
A Parish Plan is a comprehensive action plan which covers social, economic and 
environmental issues.  It should be seen as a vision for the communityôs future and 
identifies the action that is needed to tackle local problems and areas of concern. 
 
Producing a Parish Plan will allow people to determine the future of the parish. It will 
ensure the Parish Council is representing the views and wishes of the local people; it 
will help to co-ordinate actions between local groups and authorities; information will 
be passed from the local plan to the district and county policies, plans and strategies 
and evidence of need will be provided for funding applications.  It will also allow the 
Parish Council to apply for Quality Parish status in the future if considered 
appropriate. 
 
The Parish Plan will be used to create an ongoing agenda of action needed to be 
taken to fulfil the vision for the communityôs future. It will create volunteer groups or 
teams that will pursue the actions outlined in the plan.     
 
The Parish Plan will be an agenda item on the Parish Council Agenda. The Parish 
Council will regularly review progress of projects and update the plan as required.  
This will ensure that the plan remains current. 
 
What can you do? 

Please contact the Parish Council if you see a project that has emerged from this 
Parish Plan, which you would like to get involved with. 
 
Parish Council Chairman ï John Jones 01452 740839 
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Overview of the Process 

 
The Parish Plan steering group first met in May 2004. At this meeting, Angela Burlow 
from GRCC (Gloucester Rural Community Council) was present to give guidance. 
Discussions took place to establish ways to involve the wider public from within the 
parish, using a questionnaire and other consultation methods. 
 
Members of the steering group attended GRCC Parish Plan Forum meetings, 
beginning with the first one in December 2004. 
 
The steering group members changed between the first and next meeting in January 
2005. At this meeting, the group formulated an action plan and designed the 
questionnaire that was to be sent to all 350 households in Whitminster.  
 
The next meeting took place in March 2005, where distribution and marketing of the 
questionnaire was planned in order to achieve maximum participation of the 
community. 
 
A further meeting took place in April 2005 to finalise details of the questionnaire. 
 
The questionnaire was distributed and collected, by hand, by volunteers in May 2005. 
 
Feedback was given to the Parish in August 2005 via the parish magazine ï SPAN ï 
regarding the percentage of the village that had participated, and giving those who had 
not participated, a further opportunity to do so within the following month. 
 
The group used the winter period to consider how to handle the data in the 
questionnaire responses. It was decided to apply for some funding to allow someone 
to be paid to extract the raw data from the questionnaire in February 2006. The Parish 
Council was approached for funding assistance, which it gladly gave. 
 
The steering group met in July 2006 and present at that meeting was Krista Harris, 
Regeneration Officer from Stroud District Council (SDC). Krista advised the group on 
the assistance that she could give on behalf of the Council, with the forward strategy. 
Krista informed the group of potential funding from the Stroud Local Strategic 
Partnership. The group applied for £1500 grant and was successful in achieving it. The 
Parish Council donated a further £250. This would help meet future costs of producing 
the Parish Plan. 
 
The questionnaire contained a section that asked for opinions about creating a village 
website. Responses given were used to decide the content of the website.  
 
From August 2006, plans were being made and developed within the steering group, 
in liaison with Stroud District Council and Whitminster Parish Council, to create a 
village website for Whitminster. The aim is to make the site óinteractiveô to allow 
feedback to be two-way. The results arising from the questionnaire analysis would also 
be available to view on the site. The website is hosted by SDC and managed by the 
Whitminster webmaster in liaison with Whitminster Parish Council. 
 
The new website was advertised in SPAN in September 2006. 
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A team was set up to produce and edit a website newsletter. The newsletter is 
circulated monthly to all village community groups, and any other interested party. 
 
The public began using and interacting with the website as soon as it was uploaded.  
Website traffic reports are provided by Stroud District Council to the webmaster and 
then to the Parish Council on a monthly basis to allow monitoring to take place. 
 
The group met in October 2006, and was joined by Angela Burlow who assisted with 
the formulation of a plan of action. The plan included; arranging more consultation, 
data publication, working with Stroud District Council and keying in to other strategies, 
i.e. housing needs survey. 
 
In order to proceed with the analysis of data arising from the questionnaire, the 
steering group used £400 of the £1750 funds available to have the data analysed 
during the period June 2007 to August 2007. These results were published initially on 
the village website. 
 
The numbers of the steering group fluctuated and decreased somewhat throughout 
the period from 2004 to 2007. This posed some difficulties for the 4 core members. 
The parish plan is intended to represent the views of the parishioners of Whitminster, 
so more views were neededé 
 
The August 2007 Website newsletter announced the intention to set up a 
neighbourhood watch page on the website, in liaison with the neighbourhood warden. 
This was in direct response to a suggestion received from a parishioner via the 
contacts page on the website. 
 
Angela Burlow supported and guided the steering group in August 2007 and the next 
meeting took place in September 2007. People who had offered help when completing 
the questionnaire would be contacted and it was hoped that they would now be happy 
to be called upon to assist the steering group and join them at the meeting in 
September.  
 
At the September meeting, unfortunately no new volunteers came forward. A public 
participation strategy was implemented. This included planning an óInteractive Eventô 
to coincide with re-opening the village hall. It was hoped that volunteers would come 
forward from village community groups to assist the small steering group at this event. 
Plans were made to contact community groups. 
 
The Interactive Event took place in January 2008, supported by helpers from the 
community and attended by 34 people in total. This was a disappointing attendance.  
 
Following the Interactive Event; the core members of the steering group met with 
Angela Burlow to plan the completion strategy for the Parish Plan. 
 
Happily, at this point, two new volunteers joined the steering group. 
 
The group met weekly from March to June and achieved success in compiling and 
analysing the data from the Interactive Event. Individual group members took 
responsibility for pulling together separate parts of the plan and brought them together 
in May for editing.   
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In June, the Action Plan was given to Stroud District Council Officers for comments. 
The aim of this consultation was to enable the officers to advise on where their 
department would be able to support or act on the identified action. Whitminster Parish 
Council was given the plan seeking their comments and their recommendation to 
adopt it. 
 
In August, with all comments and amendments received, the plan was ready to 
undergo final editing. Following this, the Parish Council were invited to formally adopt 
the Whitminster Parish Plan and once adopted, the document was produced in printed 
and CD formats, and made available on the official village website. 
 
Volunteers to take part in community project groups will now be welcomed and sought 
by the Parish Council to take forward the issues and actions identified from the 
consultations in the Parish Plan, and to work with the Council and other organisations 
to resolve them. 
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History of Whitminster 

The first settlement in Whitminster is thought to have been in place during Roman 
times, when the conquering army built the road now known as the A38, linking the 
South-west of England to the Midlands and beyond. The settlement probably being an 
outpost of Frocester built as a lookout for invaders coming up the Severn Estuary. 
 
The first mention of the settlement can be found in the Doomsday Book. Parts of the 
area adjacent to the Church are recorded as Wheatenhurst, which became more 
populated. Indeed, in times of extreme drought, the outline of house foundations can 
still be found in fields in the vicinity of the Church. 
 
The Whitminster Village Sign depicts:   
The Church, as the original centre of the village of Wheatenhurst. 
2 Wheat Stooks to represent the Farming and Mills. 
A Wood, which is the meaning of óHurstô. 
With the Village name ï Whitminster ï which is as it is generally known today. 
                 
Although predominately an agricultural area, much of the land was heavily wooded, 
nowadays all that is left is the Grove, off to the right of Grove Lane, and ñGranny 
Shepherdsò, a copse on the boundary of Manor Farm and Grove End Farm, close to 
the M5. 
 
As transport links grew, and the Roman Road (A38) became a route for stagecoaches 
and packhorses, the main part of the village moved from the area around the Church 
to alongside the road. From approximately 1604 óThe Swanô, now The Old Forge was 
a Staging Post where teams of horses were stabled. The óRed Talbotô later renamed 
the óGeorgeô and then the Whitminster Inn came into use as a Hostelry. With the 
advent of the motorcar in the twentieth century, the A38 became more the focal point 
of the Village.  
 
During the early twentieth century, a clock makerôs and then a printing works were 
based at Whitminster Court in Grove Lane, A good example of a óWhitminster Clockô at 
one time could be seen in Winfields Seed Shop in Westgate Street in Gloucester. 
 
Local Government evolved over the centuries, the parish becoming part of the 
Wheatenhurst Union in 1835, which in 1935, was transferred with the rest of the 
Wheatenhurst Rural District to Gloucester Rural District. In 1974 the parish became 
part of the newly formed Stroud District Council area of Gloucestershire County. 
 
The area remained predominately rural and in agriculture, with, at one time eight farms 
in the village. Herds of cows walked up and down School Lane, and backwards and 
forwards across the A38 until about 1981. 
 
The Stroudwater Canal was built from Framilode, through Whitminster and on towards 
Stroud in the 1700ôs albeit with several changes of route through the grounds of 
Whitminster House, finally being closed in 1952.   
 
As Whitminsterôs population increased, housing was mainly concentrated in the 
A38/School Lane area, leading to the School being built in the mid 1840ôs.  
 
The present primary school building in School Lane was erected as a National School 
in 1849 with a private legacy of £1,040 from a Mr. C.O. Cambridge who had run and 
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paid for Sunday and Day schools probably from around 1800. It was a controlled C. of 
E. School by 1968.  
 
Whitminster Secular School was opened in 1884. A boyôs boarding school set up in a 
house in Grove Lane called Bullockôs Folly. The school apparently only survived for 5 
years. The premises were subsequently used as a watch factory and as a printing 
works and had changed to a private house by 1910 called Whitminster Court. 
  
Although Whitminster is still predominantly a rural parish, the village centre itself has 
developed from about 125 dwellings in the early 1970ôs, to the 350 homes now. 
 
In the past, Whitminster has fluctuated over the centuries, from a recorded 41 people 
in 1542, to 428 in 1861. During the 1900ôs the figures declined slightly and in 1961 the 
population was recorded as 392. The increase over the past 47 years has been quite 
dramatic 
 
Mains water came to the village just before World War 2, mains electricity in the early 
1950ôs and a main sewerage system in the 1960ôs. 
 
The first housing estate to be built was Holbury Crescent in the 1950ôs, by Gloucester 
Rural District Council, as a Council House estate. 
 
Development became more extensive in the 1960ôs starting with the building of The 
Close, which included a new Police Station and Magistrates Court needed to replace 
the original on the corner of School Lane, part of which was demolished to make room 
for the widening of the A38 into a dual carriageway and to deal with traffic offences on 
the newly constructed M5. The Police Station and Magistrates Court, both of which 
were demolished in 2000, occupied the site where Henry Witherôs Place now stands.  
 
From The Close, building continued in the ó70ôs into Paynes Meadow, with the Vaisey 
Field development being added in the ó80ôs. Rickyard Way, Little Holbury, Kidnams 
Walk, and Uptonôs Gardens have been built from the 1990ôs onwards, with infill houses 
being added in parts of the village as well. The War Memorial was moved from the 
corner of School Lane/A38 to the present position when the A38 was made into the 
dual carriageway. 
 
General stores have survived in the village for many years, situated at different times, 
in the Old Forge, Whitminster Motors and its neighbouring house. Our Post Offices 
have been housed in two private dwellings in Hyde Lane, sorting and delivering the 
mail to Whitminster, Fromebridge and Moreton Valence. In moving to the present 
position in, The Whitminster Stores, it shares history with a blacksmithôs forge, a 
garage with petrol pumps that, at one time took pound notes (often literally) as 
payment for your petrol, similar to the card system now in use at supermarket pumps, 
then a car showroom and sales. 
 
Highfield Nurseries started life as the Western Forestry, re-locating to Whitminster 
from Wales, while Attwoolls, as well as dealing with tents and marquees, also sold 
animal medicines and remedies.  
 
The present Village Hall, built in 1938, was opened in early January 1939; replacing 
the small Hall built in 1885 at the corner of Hyde Lane. The village hall was completely 
refurbished in 2007.  
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The Playing Field was purchased from Kidnams Farm and paid for by local fund 
raising in 1978. The Pavilion was acquired from the Army at the S. A. S. Depot in 
Hereford and erected by volunteers in the late 1980ôs.  
 
Records of a Wheatenhurst/Whitminster Church dedicated to óSt. Andrewô date from 
the 11th century although no part of the existing building is visibly older than the 14th 
century.  
 
Wheatenhurst/Whitminster has records of active groups of Wesleyans and Baptists 
since 1781. However, the only known custom built premise, was the Methodist Chapel, 
built on the main road in 1893 and in use until the late 1960ôs and now a private 
residence. 
 
Highfield House is known to have been originally built before 1838 ï by or for Anthony 
Ely ï who was the minister of the church.   
 
The War Memorial was built just after World War 1; this monument was originally sited 
on the corner of School lane and north bound A38. It was carefully moved to its 
present site in The Close, when this development was completed in the middle 1960ôs. 
It is still the focus of the Remembrance Day services held annually in November. 
 
References 
 
A History of the County of Gloucester ï British History Online                        
www.british-history.ac.uk/report Accessed May 2008 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report
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Whitminster Now 

LOCATION 

The rural parish of Whitminster, formerly called Wheatenhurst, lies on the A38, five 
miles West of Stroud and six miles South of Gloucester. Other nearby towns and 
villages include; Stonehouse, Dursley, Cam, Quedgeley, Hardwicke, Saul and 
Arlingham. The area of the parish is 1,267 acres.  
 
Parishes on Whitminsterôs boundaries are Frampton on Severn, to the south and 
south west, Moreton Valence to the north, Eastington, to the south east and Saul to 
the west. 
 
The northern boundary is marked partly by a brook and the largely disused Moreton 
Lane, the Stroudwater canal and the River Frome form the southern boundary. The 
parish is bounded on the east by the M5 and on the west by the Gloucester to 
Sharpness canal. 
 
The Stroudwater Canal intersects with the Gloucester to Sharpness Canal just north 
of St Andrews church. Water from the River Frome feeds the canals via the 
Whitminster Weir. 
 
The soil of the parish is the clay of the Lower Lias, and it is drained by the 
watercourses already mentioned. The land is fairly flat and, lying mostly below the 
50-ft. contour, is liable in parts to winter flooding. In the south-east, however, a 
gentle hill rises to a little over 100 ft.  
 
The name of the village was altered by popular use in the 16th or 17th century to 
Whitminster. Either name or both names were used in the parish up to the mid 20th 
century, but in 1945 Whitminster was adopted as the official name.  
 
References: 
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=15893&strquery=whitminster. 
Accessed 19th April 2008. 
http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/community/parishes/whitminster.asp .  
Accessed 19th April 2008. 
 
POPULATION 

Population mid 2005 Number 

Population mid 2005 904 

aged 0 to 4 61 

aged under 17 203 

aged 16 to 64 years 627 

aged over 75 30 

 
Reference from Maiden 2008. 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=15893&strquery=whitminster
http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/community/parishes/whitminster.asp
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EDUCATION 

There are a number of pre-school providers within the parish. 
 

There is one primary school in the parish. Other Primary schools are in Frampton-
On-Severn, Stroud, Stonehouse, Cam, Dursley, and Quedgeley. 
 

There are no Secondary Schools in the parish. Secondary Schools are situated in 
Dursley, Stroud, Stonehouse, Quedgeley and Berkeley. 
 

There are schools in Stroud and Stonehouse for children with special needs. 
 

Adult evening classes are available in Whitminster at the village hall, and are 
provided by further education establishments. 
 

There are colleges in Stroud, Dursley, Gloucester and Cheltenham. 
 

The University of Gloucestershire is located in Cheltenham. 
 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

We are fortunate in Whitminster as there are footpaths leading in most directions and 
all are well mapped and signposted. A footpath map is available in this plan. 
 

To the north there is a footpath leading from Hyde Lane to Moreton Valence and 
eventually to Castle Bridge back along the canal path to Saul Junction then east over 
the fields to just south of the village school in School Lane. Also from Saul Junction 
there is a footpath to Frampton on Severn and you can return to the village by 
another footpath leading to the village from The Perryway.  
 

To the east of the village there are footpaths to Standish and Eastington.  
All the paths are well signed and most have delightful views of the countryside and 
River Severn, Sharpness Canal and river Frome.       
 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

Health services are provided by the Gloucestershire Primary Care Trust (PCT). 
There is a local surgery in Frampton-On-Severn plus a further five surgeries in 
Stroud, two in Stonehouse, three in Dursley, one in Cam, three in Quedgeley, and 
one in Hardwicke; all within ten miles of Whitminster. Most of the surgeries provide 
district and other nursing services.  
 

The surgery at Frampton-On-Severn provides dispensing services. There are further 
dispensing pharmacies in each of the nearby towns. 
 

Hospital Care and out-patient clinics are provided at Gloucester Royal Hospital, 
Cheltenham General Hospital, Stroud Hospital and Berkeley Hospital. Accident and 
Emergency services are provided at each hospital, with the exception of Berkeley.  
 

There are six dental practices in Stroud, three in Stonehouse, one in Quedgeley, two 
in Dursley and one in Cam. 
 

There are at least three opticians in Stroud, two in Stonehouse, one in Quedgeley, 
and two in Dursley.  
 

Gloucestershire County Council provides social care services from its offices at Shire 
Hall in Gloucester, St Bedes in Stroud and The Old Magistrates Court in Dursley. 
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DOCTORS SURGERIES 

Frampton-on-Severn,  
The Surgery, Whitminster Lane, Gloucestershire GL2 7HU 
 
Stroud 
The Surgery Gloucester St, Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL6 6RD 
Rowcroft Medical Centre, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 3BE  
The Health Centre, Beeches, Green, Stroud, Glos GL5 4BH  
Locking Hill, Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL5 1UY 
St Lukes Medical Centre, 53 Cainscross Road, Stroud, Gloucester GL5 4EX  
 
Stonehouse 
73 Regent Street, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL10 2AA  
The High Street Medical Centre, 31 High Street, Stonehouse, Glos GL10 2NG 
 
Dursley/Cam 
The Westgate Surgery, 40 Parsonage St, Dursley, Glos GL11 4AA  
May Lane Surgery, Dursley, Glos GL11 4JN  
The Surgery, 42 The Street, Uley, Dursley, Glos GL11 5SY 
The Orchard Medical Centre, Fairmead, Cam, Dursley, Glos GL11 5NE  
 
Quedgeley/Hardwicke 
The Quedgeley Clinic, St James, Quedgeley, GLOS GL2  
The Surgery, 9 School Lane, Quedgeley, Glos GL2 6PJ  
Centurion House, Olympus Park, Quedgeley, Gloucester, Gloucestershire, GL2 4NF 
The Surgery, 62 Westbourne Dr, Hardwicke, Gloucester, GL2 4RU  
 
DENTISTS 

Stroud 
Rowcroft Dental & Implant Centre, 11 Rowcroft, Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL5 3AZ 
Ewa Rozwadowska, 37 London Road, Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL5 2AJ 
Confident Dental Care, 37 London Road, Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL5 2AJ 
Barnes & O'hara, 17 Nelson Street, Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL5 2HN 
The Dental Surgery, 10 Lansdown, Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL5 1BB 
Lansdown Dental Practice, 48 Lansdown, Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL5 1BN 
 
Stonehouse 
P. Townes and Associates, Dental Surgery, 13 Queens Road, Stonehouse, 
Gloucestershire, GL10 2QA 
Dental Surgery, 2 Woodcock Lane, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2EE 
Dental Surgery, 13 High Street, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2NG 
 
Dursley/Cam 
Castlegate Dental Surgery, 82 Parsonage Street, Dursley, Gloucestershire, GL11 4AA 
Archway Dental Practice, 40 Parsonage Street, Dursley, Gloucestershire, GL11 4AE 
D G McCollum, 3 Chapel Street, Cam, Dursley, Gloucestershire, GL11 5NX 
 
Qudgeley 
St James Dental Practice, St. James, Quedgeley, Gloucester, Gloucestershire, GL2 4WD 
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TRAFFIC 

Whitminster is situated on the A38, which travels in a North South direction through 
the Parish and which is one of the main commuter routes from Bristol to Gloucester. 
The M5 is the major commuter route near to Whitminster and is accessed at junction 
13 in the south east corner of Whitminster parish within one mile.  
 

The traffic through route in the centre of the village is via School Lane. School Lane 
is one of two access routes to Frampton-On-Severn, and continues to Saul and 
Arlingham and the River Severn. 
 
TRANSPORT 

Whitminster is well served by public transport. There are regular bus services to 
Bristol, Gloucester and Dursley. The A419 starts in a East to West direction just 
south of the village but unfortunately no local bus services operate in that direction 
from Whitminster. The Village Link bus has also stopped operating in the area. It has 
been replaced by a regular but infrequent subsidised service. 
 

School services to Severn Vale School at Quedgeley, Berkeley Vale in Berkeley, 
Rednock School in Dursley and the Downfield Schools in Stroud are operated by 
private bus services, supported by the Gloucestershire County Council. 
 

Stroud Ring and Ride supply a transport service, mainly for disabled and older 
people, in Stroud. This service covers Whitminster. It is a service where you can pre 
book transport to a specific address from your home address. Notice would need to 
be given of the departure times to and from the required place.   
 

Rail services operate from Gloucester, Stroud, Stonehouse, Cam and Dursley with 
excellent links to London, Birmingham and Cardiff. 

 

National Coaches main stop is in Gloucester but pickups are available in 
Stonehouse and Stroud. They offer a regular service to London and main cities 
throughout the U.K. 
 
SERVICES AND AMENITIES 

Whitminster has a range of services and amenities; 

¶ mobile library services 

¶ police surgery/mobile police van  

¶ neighbourhood warden  

¶ police community safety officers  

¶ blood donor visits  

¶ recycling centre  

¶ refuse collection service  

¶ telephone kiosk with e-mail facilities  

¶ three post boxes  

¶ broadband 

¶ gas  

¶ electric  

¶ mains sewer  

¶ storm water drainage  

¶ street lighting  



 

(Current Description) Page 5 of  7 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Whitminster Parish Council 
Meetings are held monthly, on the first Wednesday, throughout the year. These take 
place usually in the Village Hall, unless otherwise notified. Council comprises 7 
Parishioners, and a Parish Clerk. Council elections take place every 4 years. 
Gloucestershire County Council, Shire Hall, Gloucester, GL1 2TG 
Stroud District Council, Ebley Mill, Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL5 4UB 
 
CRIME POLICING AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 

Whitminster no longer has a Police Station in the village and now comes under 
Stonehouse Police Station, which is approx 5 miles to the east. The main police 
headquarters for Gloucestershire are located at Waterwells in Quedgeley, which is 
approx 4 miles north of the village just off the A38. The Fire Control Centre is at 
Waterwells but there are Fire Stations in Gloucester and Stroud. The Ambulance 
Emergency service again is controlled from Waterwells. 
 
INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION 

Community Magazine  
SPAN ï circulated monthly, free of charge to every household in the Parish, due to 
financial contribution from Whitminster Parish Council. This magazine covers the six 
Church Parishes of Eastington, Frocester, Haresfield, Moreton Valence, Standish 
and Whitminster. 
 
Notice Boards  
Public ones situated at the Village Hall, Playing Field, and The Close/Vaisey Field. 
Parish Council Board ï situated outside Whitminster Stores. 
Village Hall Board - on the front wall of the Hall. 
Notices can also be posted in Whitminster Stores, and other local outlets. 
 
Local Press: The Citizen, Stroud News & Journal, Gazette, Western Daily Press. 
Local Radio: Severn Sound and Radio Gloucestershire. 
Television: News is covered in the area by a number of Stations for the West and 
Midlands of the Country. 
 
Mobile Library Service; Fortnightly at the Village Hall car park on Thursdays. 
 
Telephone Kiosk: situated in The Close. 
 
Post Boxes 
Three in the village, situated at: The Close; School Lane by Little Holbury and at the 
Weir Cottage in School Lane, opposite St. Andrewôs Church. 
 
Web sites  
Whitminster - http://community.stroud.gov.uk/whitminster  
This site provides links to all the community activities. 
Gloucester County Council - www.gloucestershire.gov.uk 
Stroud District Council - http://community.stroud.gov.uk  
 
Broadband is available in Whitminster via a landline. Cable is not yet installed. 
 
 
 

http://community.stroud.gov.uk/whitminster
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
http://community.stroud.gov.uk/
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SPORT & LEISURE 

Whitminster is fortunate in having two community facilities, which offer sport and 
leisure opportunities: 

¶ The Village Hall provides indoor facilities for many group or club activities, 
educational classes, playgroup and toddler sessions, fund raising events and 
private parties. Facilities include a licensed bar, computer access points, large 
hall, meeting room, kitchen, toilets and stage. 

¶ The sports pavilion and playing field is used by the Whitminster Football Club 
and Whitminster Cricket Club for organised sports, and by parishioners 
arranging informal games, and by the school. Facilities include a licensed bar, 
kitchen, social area, toilets and changing rooms equipped with showers.  

Play facilities are situated:  
a)  On the Playing Field ï providing a Skate Board Ramp, a hard surfaced area with   
basketball net and practice goal and a Rock ón Cross Seesaw.  

b)  On two of the housing estates, those being ï Little Holbury and Kidnams Walk. 
                          
PUBLIC BUILDINGS  

¶ Whitminster Church of England Primary School         

¶ St. Andrewôs Church  

¶ War Memorial in óThe Closeô 

¶ Whitminster Village Hall  

¶ Sports Pavilion situated on the Playing Field  
 

The Village Hall and Playing Field facilities were combined under one charity in 
1985, they remain the property of the parishioners of the Parish of Whitminster. They 
are managed by the Village Hall and Playing Field Management Committee, which is 
comprised of organisationsô representatives and nominated / volunteer parishioners, 
elected annually. 
 

Churches and Chapels of other denominations can be found in Stonehouse, Stroud, 
Dursley, and Gloucester. 
 
BUSINESSES AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

¶ Attwoolls: marquee hire, tent manufacturer and camping equipment suppliers 

¶ Highfield Garden Centre, Childrenôs toy shop and Restaurant and Water World. 

¶ Highfield Nurseries - growing and supplying of plants on site and by mail order. 

¶ Whitminster Inn, with Hotel and Function Centre, Chinese & Indian Restaurants 
and Fast Food outlets.                                                                                                               

¶ The Old Forge pub and restaurant. 

¶ Whitminster General Stores and Post Office 

¶ MDS ï Machinery Development Services 

¶ Whitminster Motors 

¶ County Council Highways Depot 

¶ Tim Tiley ï Furniture Restoration 

¶ Fromebridge Mill ï Public House/Function Centre and Restaurant 

¶ Jaxons Farm ï Egg Unit 

¶ Whitminster House Estate. ï Letting property and function facilities. 

¶ Teckels ï Animal Sanctuary & Boarding Kennels/Cattery 

¶ Whitminster Primary School 
 

Many other private businesses in the community are run from home addresses. 
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FARMS (working and no longer working) 

Grove End Farm 
Whitminster House Estate Farm 
Packthorne Farm 
Manor Farm 
Jaxons Farm and Land 
Kidnams Farm Land 
Parklands Farm Land 
 
HOUSING and DEVELOPMENT  

Today there are approximately 350 houses in the parish, affording accommodation 
for an estimated 900 people. (681 on the electoral roll, plus an estimated ï 219 ï to 
include children and adults not registered). 
There are c. 318 ómarket valueô houses and 32 óaffordable/socialô dwellings. 
 
It is unlikely that any further major ómarket- valueô housing development will be taking 
place in Whitminster until at least 2011, when the Stroud District Council Local Plan 
will be reviewed.  
 
In accordance with the Stroud District Council Local Plan, adopted November 2005, 
there is no land within Whitminster, currently allocated for development for 
employment use. 
 
Whitminster Parish Council has opposed any building of affordable housing in the 
parish, citing the Local Plan inquiry report, which states that the village cannot 
sustain more housing within the current village infrastructure, and also that the 
village is well served at this time by affordable housing. 
 
Whilst taking into account that the existing affordable/social houses have been 
established for seven years, 2007 saw the Parish Council, as part of the Severn 
Voice group of parishes, undertaking a Housing Needsô Survey in the village.  
 
Severn Voice consists of nine rural parishes within the area of the River Severn, 
namely, Slimbridge, Frampton on Severn, Whitminster, Arlingham, Fretherne with 
Saul, Moreton Valence, Epney and Longney, Elmore, and Hardwicke.  
 
The results of the Housing Needsô Survey proved a need for forty two units of 
affordable housing within the nine parishes. Hardwicke would be excluded, due to its 
close proximity to development currently taking place south of Gloucester.  
 
Identifying possible/ suitable sites within the eight parish boundaries, geographical 
and environmental issues denoted five sites only, were available.  
Longney; 1 
Frampton; 2 
Whitminster; 2 
 
Whitminster - in the 2007 affordable housing needs survey identified seven families 
as having a need for a further seven units of affordable housing. 
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RESULTS OF CONSULTATIONS AND ACTION PLAN 
 

¶ Pages 1 to 11 - Consultation results ï over 18ôs followed by under 18ôs 

¶ Pages 1 to 9 - Whitminster Parish Action Plan and Stroud District Council Officer 
Comments 

 

CHARACTER & VILLAGE DESIGN  

Refer to question 5 to 12. Appendix 1 for details. 
 

§ Respondents were presented with six aspects of the village and were asked to 
tick those which they thought were being cherished and cared for.  The most 
commonly ticked items were the buildings, memorial and village facilities.   

§ When asked to comment about the village 
hall, the majority were in favour of 
refurbishing the hall (or leaving it as it is).   

§ When asked what would enhance the 
village, The most common answers were:  

Public green / green space, Improved 
village hall, More for young people, More 
for children, Less litter     

§ When asked about the focal point of the 
village, most people thought it was either; 
the shop, hall or school and that it should be the hall. 

§ When asked to identify what is important about Whitminster, the following were 
identified; Friendly people / Close community, Small size / Village feel / Do not 
expand, Peaceful / Quiet, Rural location / Countryside, Access to motorway 

§ When asked if there was anything in the village they would like to see changed or 
removed, the top answers were; Problem with parking, Grove Lane junction, 
speed on the A38, Park / play equipment for children, less litter. 

§ When asked if there was anything that they felt would be detrimental to the village 
or would not like to see, the top answers were; too much housing development. 

§ When asked to identify preferred external finish of residential development, the 
top answers were; red brick and Cotswold stone. 

 

Achieved; 
Village Hall refurbishment and extension was completed in 2007. 
Some volunteers have begun litter picking in their area. 
 
Priorities for action ï see Action Plan for details; 
Problem with parking, Grove Lane junction, Litter, Development (commercial and 
residential) 
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

Refer to questions 13 and 14 Appendix 1 for details. 
 

§ 75% of people who took part in the 2005 questionnaire indicated that they use 
Frampton surgery.   

§ 90% of people who took part in the 2005 questionnaire indicated that they were 
satisfied with the current provision of health and social care offered by their 
surgery 

§ When asked for any issues that they felt strongly about, the top comments were; 
lack of transport to the surgery, no Saturday surgery. 

Priorities for action ï see Action Plan for details;  
Saturday surgery, transport to Frampton surgery 
 

EDUCATION 

Refer to questions 15 to 22 Appendix 1 for details. 

 

§ The majority of those who expressed an opinion regarding provision for under 5ôs 
were satisfied with the service and facilities. Those who were dissatisfied 
expressed concern that the location was too close to the A38. 

§ When asked if their children aged under 11 attend Whitminster School, 21 of the 
32 households who answered the question said Yes. There were a variety of 
reasons why the remaining 11 children did 
not attend. 

§ 14 households would like the school to offer 
pre-breakfast childcare 

§ 21 households would like the school to offer 
after school childcare 

§ The majority felt that Whitminster School is 
large enough for the village, however, the 
majority felt that it would benefit from more 
permanent buildings. 

§ A large number of different secondary schools are attended by children living in 
Whitminster. Transport problems were identified in travelling to schools in Stroud 
areas. 

Priorities for action ï see Action Plan for details; 
Pre-breakfast and after school childcare, permanent buildings, transport 
 

LOCAL SERVICES AND AMENITIES 

Refer to questions 23 to 27 Appendix 1 for details. 
 

§ All of the services and amenities in Whitminster are very well used. 

§ The majority were satisfied or very satisfied with the services and amenities that 
they use. 

§ When asked what other services they would like, the top answers were; gym or 
sports centre. 



 

(Consultations) Page 3 of  10 

§ More than half of those who took part in the 2005 questionnaire said they would 
like to attend evening activities, courses or classes and named at least one 
activity, course or class that they would like. 

§ When asked about suitable disabled access to the services and amenities, the 
majority said it was not suitable, in particular the shop (and post office). 

 

Achieved; 
Classes are now available in addition to the clubs and activities at the village hall. 
 
Priorities for action ï see Action Plan for details; 
Gym, sports centre, disabled access 
  

SPORT AND LEISURE 

Refer to questions 29 to 33 Appendix 1 for details. 

 

§ The four most used or popular sport and leisure areas and activities were;      
Playing Field, Quiz night, Womenôs 
Institute, Play Group. 

§ The majority of those who expressed an 
opinion were satisfied with the available 
sport and leisure areas and activities. 

§ The following improvements were 
suggested; more or improved parks or play 
areas within the village, and gym. 

§ When asked if the needs of people aged under 11 and 12 to 18 were met within 
the village, most people did not comment, however, the majority of those who did 
comment said óNoô. The top improvements suggested were youth club and a 
variety of other clubs and activities. 

§ There was a small amount of interest in a public Internet facility being available in 
the village. 

 

Achieved; 
A youth club has been started at the village hall on Monday evenings. 
 

Priorities for action ï see Action Plan for details; 
Parks or play areas, gym, youth club and activities, 
 

CRIME, POLICING AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 

Refer to questions 34 to 36 Appendix 1 for details. 
 

§ When asked what could improve Crime and Policing in the village, the top 
answers were; Visible policing, Evening patrols, Monitor car speed, Local police 
officer.  

§ There is a very low crime rate evident in the village. 

§ The majority of households who had used another emergency service were 
satisfied or very satisfied with the service they received. 
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Achieved;  
Whitminster now has a community neighbourhood warden. Police surgeries are held 
at the village hall and Whitminster has a local police officer. 
 

Priorities for action ï see Action Plan for details; 
Visible policing, Evening patrols, Monitor car speed 
 

TRANSPORT 

Refer to questions 37 to 39 Appendix 1 for details. 
 

Since the questionnaire was carried out, the Village Link Bus Service has been 
discontinued. When asked about bus services, a very high number of respondents 
want a bus service to Stonehouse and Stroud and to the Frampton-on-Severn 
surgery. 
 

Priorities for action ï see Action Plan for details; 
Bus to Frampton Surgery, bus services from the village. 
 

TRAFFIC 

Refer to questions 40 to 44 Appendix 1 for details. 
 

§ The majority of respondents were dissatisfied with; speed control measures, 
pedestrian/cyclist safety, and parking facilities within the village 

§ The majority of respondents were dissatisfied with speed control on the A38, 
pedestrian/cyclist safety on the A38, parking facilities on the A38 (Whitminster 
Stores, Pizza and Chip Shop, Public House) 

§ The majority of respondents 41% would like more parking restrictions.  

§ The majority of respondents 78% would like a pedestrian crossing near the shop.   

§ The majority of respondents 47% would like traffic lights at School Lane/A38 
junction  

 

Achieved; 
A puffin crossing was completed in August 2007. 
 

Priorities for action ï see Action Plan for details; 
Traffic and speed limits in the village, parking near the 
shop and fast food outlets, parking in School Lane, parking by school,  
 
EMPLOYMENT 

Refer to questions 45 to 48 Appendix 1 for details 
. 
The majority of those who responded work within 10 miles of Whitminster, and the 
majority of these use a car to travel to work, 3 walk to work and 1 cycles. 
12 households would be interested in a car share scheme.  A further 2 said 
ñpossiblyò. 
 
Priorities for action ï see Action Plan for details; 
Car sharing 
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COUNTRYSIDE AND ENVIRONMENT 

Refer to questions 49 to 50 Appendix 1 for details 
  

Around half the households (47%) said they use the local footpaths or rights of way. 

 

¶ The greatest dissatisfaction is with the condition of the footpaths, with 41% not 

satisfied. Roadside footpaths is the only item in Q50a where the number of ñNot 

satisfiedò is greater than the number of ñSatisfied/very satisfiedò. 

¶ Some of the most popular suggestions for 

improvement were; village clean up day, more 

litter bins, cycle paths to other villages, dog 

waste bins, attention to hedges. 

¶ 80% of households would use a pocket sized 

plan of the village.  

¶ Two thirds of households would like to see a 

wooded area within the village. 

¶ 69% of households would like to see further development of the canal or canal 

areas. 

¶ When asked about general services in Whitminster, the highest numbers of 

respondents were dissatisfied with cable services/broadband and storm water 

drainage. The number of people dissatisfied with storm water drainage was 

increased in the 2008 Interactive Event following the floods in July 2007. 

¶ 90% of the households recycle. Requests were made for recycling for garden 

waste and cardboard. 

¶ 60% of respondents think the village should consider using solar panels (with 13% 

in disagreement) 
 

Priorities for action ï see Action Plan for details; 
Litter, canal development, cycle path, dog waste bins, repair pavements/paths, 
pocket plan for the village, wooded wildlife area, cable, storm water drainage, 
recycling 
 

HOUSING/DEVELOPMENT 

Refer to questions 60 to 63 Appendix 1 for details. 
 

§ The majority of households 58% would not be happy to see further development 
in the village.  Top reasons included  

- Village is big enough already 

- Village would lose its character 

- Loss of green land 

- Services couldnôt cope (sewerage, school, roads etc.) 
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§ The types of housing that people would prefer if development were to take place 
included; starter homes and family homes. 

§ The preferred size of development at any one time was up to 10 properties. 

§ When asked to identify what is important about the character and design of new 
houses, the top answers were; parking spaces and affordability, exterior finish 
and size of garden (IE 2007). 

§ When asked about affordable housing (AH IE 2007) a number of people 
recognised that it may be needed, however concerns were raised about 
suitability, access and sustainability. An affordable housing survey was carried 
out in 2007. Details of this are available from the Parish Council. 

§ A large number of respondents wanted to know about areas in the village to be 
developed. The majority wanted to be informed of this via e-mail. 

 

Priorities for action ï see Action Plan for details; 
Level of development in the village, housing, affordable housing, character of 
housing, information about planning applications 
 

 

INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION 

Refer to questions 64 to 67 Appendix 1 for details. 

 

¶ Around half the respondents (53%) would use or 
encourage visitors to use a ñWelcome to Whitminster 
Villageò Information Pack. 

¶ No more than 9 of the 118 households (8%) are 
dissatisfied with any of the following; Span, Village 
notice boards, post box, library services, telephone 
kiosk, school website. At the Interactive Event in 2008, 
further suggestions for improved communication were 
made, including; community meetings and a Stroud 
telephone directory. 

¶ Around half the households (49%) would use a village website.  

Achieved; 

A village website was created following the completion of the 2005 questionnaire, 
and it is now very well used.  http://community.stroud.gov.uk/whitminster   
 
Priorities for action; 
Welcome pack for the village, communication, telephone directory 
 

COMMUNITY & PARISH COUNCIL 

Refer to questions 68 to 71 Appendix 1 for details. 

 

¶ 64% of respondents think Whitminster is a friendly village, however only 40% 
think there is a sense of community. 

http://community.stroud.gov.uk/whitminster
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¶ Three quarters of respondents said a sense of community is 
important to them. 

¶ The most commonly attended village events are general 
fundraisers and fetes. 

¶ The majority of those who expressed an opinion are satisfied 
with what the Parish Council spends the money on: 

¶ Comments from the people who attended the Interactive 
Event in 2008 included request for a poster showing the 
activities of the Parish Council. 

¶ The subject of Emergency Planning was proposed at a Parish Council meeting 
in 2008. This has been referred to the Parish Plan for further action.  

 

Achieved; 
Whitminster has been accepted as an emergency response centre. 
 
Priorities for action; 
Information about Parish Council activities, emergency planning 
 

 

 

CULTURE 

Refer to questions 72 to 73 Appendix 1 for details. 
 
60% of respondents said that their spiritual needs were met 
within the village. 6% said óNoô.  

 

 

 

UNDER 18ôs 

People aged less than 18 years took part in the consultation in 2005, responding to a 
questionnaire covering similar topics to the over 18ôs questionnaire. 
 
When asked if they attend or use any of the village clubs or facilities, the top 
answers were; Playing field, Skateboard ramp, followed by; Youth Club, Playgroup. 

 
When asked if there was enough to do in the 
village, the majority were satisfied, however, 
32% said no. Suggestions for improvements 
included; cafe for children, youth club, cycle 
tracks, swings in the park, girls football club. 
 
When asked if they would like a larger playing 
field, the majority said yes. 
 
When asked if they would use a public internet 
facility, the majority said no. 
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When asked if they thought Whitminster School was large enough for the village, the 
majority said no. 
 
When asked if they thought the school would benefit from more permanent buildings, 
the majority said yes.  
 
The top 5 most used village amenities in this age group were;  
 

1
st
 - Whitminster Stores & Chip Shop  

2
nd

 - Garden Centre 

3
rd

 - Village Hall 

4
th
 - Post Office & Chinese Takeaway 

5
th
 - Attwools & Pizza Shop 

 

When asked if they would attend further activities if the school provided them, 81% 
said óyesô. The top suggestions were;  
 

Football for Girls  

Dance Classes Modern & Ballet  

Art & Craft Club  

Sport classes (including; Rugby Club, Rounders, Football) 

After School Club 

Computer Club 

First Aid 

Drama and Music 

 

When asked about bus services, the majority did not use the village link or other 
public bus services. Those who use the public bus services suggested that more 
busses to Stonehouse/Stroud and evening busses were needed. 
 

When asked if they thought that vehicles speed too fast through the village, 86% 
said óyesô. 
 
When asked if they felt safe crossing the road, the majority said crossing the road in 
the village was OK. The majority said that crossing the A38 was not good. 
 
When asked about the following, the majority 
answered yes to each question. 
 

Do you use public footpaths and rights of way?  

Would you use pocket size plan of the village 

showing public footpaths and rights of way? 

Would you like to see wooded areas in village? 

Do you want to help protect wildlife in the village?  

 

When asked what they thought of the communication in the village, there was an 
even split between being good and not being used for SPAN and the village notice 
boards. 
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Suggestions for improvement included having a notice board nearer the playing field 
and making it ófunkyô. 
The majority of respondents did not use the library, telephone kiosk and school 
website. The majority of respondents did use the post box. 
 
When asked if they would use a village website, a small majority said yes. Top 
suggestions for what to include on a village website included; 
 

1
st
 - Youth info 

2
nd

 - Post Office & Shop, Regular Activities, Primary School, Playing Fields 

3
rd

 - Welcome to Whitminster, Public Footpaths, Events, Village Hall 

4
th
 - Message Board 

 

When asked about people in the village, 89% thought that Whitminster is a friendly 
village. 
 
When asked about village events, the most attended were; 
 

Fetes 

School Functions 

General Fundraisers 

Local Church events 

 
When asked for ideas to make the village better, the top answers included; 
 

Youth club / cafe - Brownies and Cubs, Drama and Ballet 

Better play areas for under 5's - A little climbing frame for small children 

Slides, swings and rope swings. 

Somewhere safe to ride a bike 

 

When asked what they would change in the village, the top answers included; 
 

Like to see a bigger park and swings.  

The drive up to the playing field tarmaced. 

Buses to and from Stonehouse 

 

When asked if there would be anything bad for the village, the top answers included; 
 

Bullies and teenage gangs - No more pubs because of noise and drunken teenagers 

If it becomes too big it will lose its friendliness - No big takeaways like Burger King etc 

No more houses - Too much development in the village 

Crime and vandalism 

Double yellow lines through village 
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When asked what they like about living in Whitminster, the top answers included; 
 

Lots of children to play with - The village school and friends close by - You can walk to 

school 

Its facilities ï It is quiet 

Everyone communicates and its not busy 

It is friendly - Community spirit  

Itôs a nice place to live - Central location - The countryside 

It is easy to get around and the large playing field - The skate ramp 

A bigger house 

 
Priorities for action;  
 

¶ Cafe for children, Brownies and Cubs, Youth club,  

¶ Cycle tracks 

¶ Slides & swings in the park, Better play areas for under 5's, A little climbing 
frame for small children, 

¶ School activities/clubs; Drama, Music, Dance Classes and Ballet, Art & Craft 
Club, Sport Classes (including; Rugby Club, Rounders, Football), After School 
Club, Computer Club, First Aid,  Girls Football Club, 

¶ Permanent school buildings  

¶ More busses to Stonehouse/Stroud and evening 
busses  

¶ Speed in the village  

¶ Wooded and wildlife areas in the village 

¶  óFunkyô notice board nearer the playing field. 

¶ Village website to include óYouth infoô 
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Whitminster Parish Action Plan 
And Stroud District Council Officer Comments 

 

 
NO Points  for Action 

(with reference to 
summary text) 

Q ref Action and projects arising from the data 
Who will make a referral 
or carry out the Action 

Target date 

Lead Department Comments;  
i.e. where action is referred or where 
partnership working is required. 
E.g. Council Officer, Highways, School,  

1 

GP Saturday 
service 
 

14b Refer data to Frampton Surgery for discussion and 
their investigation. 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

Frampton Surgery 

2 

Evening / adult 
education courses 

26 Refer data to Village Hall Management Committee to 
build on action already implemented 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

This was 
done in 
2007 

WVHPFMC 

3 

Pedestrian 
access within 
village amenities  

27b Refer comments re; difficult access within 
Whitminster Stores to the owner of the shop 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

Whitminster Stores 
 

4 

Canal 
development, 
including cycle 
path alongside 
canal to Frampton 

56 
50c 

Refer comments to Waterways/Canals organisation 
Cotswold Canal Interpretation Steering Group 
The Cotswold Canal Partnership 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

British Waterways 
Cotswold Canal Interpretation Steering 
Group 
The Cotswold Canal Partnership  

5 

Cable services 57a 
57b 

Refer data to cable service providers  
 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

Cable providers 

6 

Pre and After 
school care 

18 Refer the data to Whitminster School 
 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

Whitminster School 

7 

Permanent school 
buildings 

19 Refer the data  to Whitminster School 
 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral  
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

Whitminster School 
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NO Points  for Action 

(with reference to 
summary text) 

Q ref Action  
Who will make a referral 
or carry out the Action 

Target date 

Lead Department Comments;  
i.e. where action is referred or where 
partnership working is required. 
E.g. Council Officer, Highways, School, 

8 

Dog waste bins 50c Refer data  to Parish Council for feasibility study for 
proof of need and area. 
 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

Parish Council 
See SDC comment, no. 8  Alex Davis 

9 

Parks and play 
areas 

29a 
10 

Refer comments to Parish Council to investigate 
provision/improvement of park/play areas 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

Parish Council,  
Whitminster School,  
WVHPFMC 

10 

Needs of people 
under age 11 out 
of school hours 

30 Investigate provision of more activities for people 
under 11. Build on action already instigated by 
Village Hall Management Committee 

 
Form a community group 
to carry out consultation, 
future planning and 
ensure sustainability 
Work in partnership with 
Parish Council 

Determined 
by level of 
community 
motivation 

Community  
Parish Council 
See SDC comment, no. 10  Jane 
Bullows 

11 

Needs of people 
aged 12 to 18 out 
of school hours 

31 Investigate provision of more activities for people 
aged 12 to 18. Build on action already instigated by 
Village Hall Management Committee 

Determined 
by level of 
community 
motivation 

Community  
Parish Council 
See SDC comment, no. 11  Jane 
Bullows 

12 

Crime and 
Policing 

34b 
34c 

Refer data to police and Parish Council 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

Police  
Parish Council  

13 

Grove Lane 
Junction 

10 Report on-going concerns and law breaking to Parish 
Council and Police.  
Local community to adhere to the Grove Lane 
junction rules. 

All community members Continuous Police 
Parish Council 

14 

Puffin Crossing 
on A38 

44 Installed in 2008 
 

Not Applicable Done Highways Parish Council - Done 

15 

Storm water 
drainage 

57a 
57b 

Refer data  to Gloucestershire Highways department 
and parish council 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

May 2008 Highways Parish Council 
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NO Points  for Action 

(with reference to 
summary text) 

Q ref Action  
Who will make a referral 
or carry out the Action 

Target date 

Lead Department Comments;  
i.e. where action is referred or where 
partnership working is required. 
E.g. Council Officer, Highways, School, 

16 

Traffic and speed 
limits in the village 

40a 
41a 

Refer data  to Gloucestershire Highways department 
and Parish Council 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

May 2008 Highways  
Parish Council  
Police 
 

17 

Cycle paths to 
nearby villages 

50c 
IE 

Refer data  to Gloucestershire Highways department 
and Named other parishes/villages 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

May 2008 See SDC comment, no. 17  Krista Harris 
Highways  
Parish Council         SDC planning  
Named other parishes/villages 

18 

Repair damaged 
pavements/paths 

50a Refer data to Gloucestershire Highways department 
and Parish Council 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 

May 2008 Highways   
Parish Council 

19 

Parking at the 
shop 

40-
43 

Refer data to Gloucestershire Highways department, 
Police, shop owner and Parish Council 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

May 2008 Highways  
Parish Council 
Police 
 

20 

Parking on bends 
in School Lane 

40-
43 

Refer data to Gloucestershire Highways department 
Parish Council and the Police 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

May 2008 Highways  
Parish Council 
Police 
 

21 

Parking by school  Refer concerns to Whitminster School, Playing Field 
Management Committee, Glos. County Council for 
action i.e. 2-way traffic to/from car park behind school 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

Whitminster School 
WVHPFMC 
Glos CC  
Parish Council 

22 

Bus to GP surgery 
&  
village link service 

37a 
37b 
14 

Refer data  to Stroud District Council transport 
department & Vision 21 
 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral  

May 2008 See SDC comment, no. 22  Krista Harris 
GCC transport 
Vision 21 
Named other parishes/villages 

23 

Bus services from 
the village  

37c 
38bc 
39 
22 

Refer data  to Stroud District Council transport 
department& Vision 21 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

May 2008 See SDC comment, no. 23  Krista Harris 
GCC transport 
Vision 21 
Named other parishes/villages 
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NO Points  for Action 

(with reference to 
summary text) 

Q ref Action  
Who will make a referral 
or carry out the Action 

Target date 

Lead Department Comments;  
i.e. where action is referred or where 
partnership working is required. 
E.g. Council Officer, Highways, School, 

24 

Recycling 
cardboard and 
garden waste 

58 Refer data  to Stroud District Council 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

May 2008 See SDC comment, no. 24 Michael 
Kelly 
Parish Council             
Named other parishes/villages 
WVHPFMC 

25 

Housing 60 - 
61    

Refer data  to Stroud District Council planning 
department GRCC and Parish Council 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

May 2008 See SDC comment, no. 25 Conrad 
Moore 
SDC Planning              GRCC 
Parish Council 

26 

Character of 
housing 

60 - 
63 

Refer data  to Stroud District Council planning 
department and GRCC 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

May 2008 See SDC comment, no. 26 Conrad 
Moore 
SDC Planning 
GRCC 

27 

Level of 
development 
within the village 

11 
60 

Refer the data to Stroud District Council Planning 
Department. 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

May 2008 See SDC comment, no. 27 Conrad 
Moore 
SDC Planning 

28 

Affordable 
Housing 

A H  Refer data from Housing Needs Survey  to Stroud 
District Council Planning Department and GRCC 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

May 2008 See SDC comment, no. 28 Conrad 
Moore 
SDC Planning 
GRCC  

29 

Health & Fitness 
facilities  

24c Refer data to Stroud District Council Planning 
Department. 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

May 2008 See SDC comment, no. 29 Jane 
Bullows 
SDC Planning 

30 

Litter reduction 
and management 

7 
50c 

Investigate ways of reducing or contributing to litter 
management in the village, i.e. organise village clean 
up days. 

Form a community group to 
set up litter management 
system. Work with Parish 
Council & SDC  

Determined 
by level of 
community 
motivation 

Community 
Parish Council 
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NO 

Points  for Action 
(with reference to 
summary text) 

Q ref Action  
Who will make a referral 
or carry out the Action 

Target date 

Lead Department Comments;  
i.e. where action is referred or where 
partnership working is required. 
E.g. Council Officer, Highways, School, 

31 

Pocket plan of 
village/welcome 
pack 

51 
64 

Investigate production and circulation of 
plan/welcome pack 
 

 

Form a community group 
to carry out consultation, 
future planning and 
ensure sustainability and 
work with Parish Council / 
other Groups who may 
wish to have an input   

Determined 
by level of 
community 
motivation 

Community 
Parish Council         GRCC 
Groups who will have an input into the 
welcome pack  

32 

Wooded/wildlife 
area in village 

53 
54 

Investigate potential areas for development of 
wooded or wildlife area  
 

Determined 
by level of 
community 
motivation 

See SDC comment, no. 32 Krista Harris 
Community 
Gloucestershire Wildlife  
Parish Council 

33 

Stroud telephone 
directory 

66 Request Stroud directory distribution to Whitminster Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

Parish Council 
BT 

34 

Village 
communication 

66 Investigate methods of communication, i.e. SPAN, 
website, meetings, notice boards, etc 

Form a community group 
to carry out consultation, 
and actions 
 

Determined 
by level of 
community 
motivation 

Community 
Parish Council 

35 

Information about 
planning 
applications 

60 - 
63 

Refer data  to Parish Council & SDC to investigate 
methods of accessing & disseminating information 
about applications, i.e. SPAN, e-mail from Stroud 
District Council, Parish Council meetings, websites 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

See SDC comment, no. 35 Krista Harris 
Parish Council  
SDC planning  

36 

Information about 
Parish Council 
activities 

71 Refer data  to Parish Council to investigate methods 
of disseminating information about activities, i.e. 
SPAN, e-mail, website, meetings, notice boards, etc 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

Parish Council 

37 

Parish 
Emergency 
Response Plan  

 Refer to Parish Council to work in partnership with 
partners to devise an Emergency Response Plan, 
including the potential to use a village facility as a 
central Emergency Response Centre e.g. in case of 
severe flooding, accident on M5, significant fire, etc 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

See SDC comment, no. 37 Mike 
Hammond 
Parish Council 
SDC environment  Glos CC 
Police      GRCC, 
Local Businesses 

38 

Car sharing 48 Investigate viability of car share scheme Form a community group 
to carry out consultation, 
and actions 
 

Determined 
by level of 
community 
motivation 

See SDC comment, no. 38 Krista Harris 
Community 
Parish Council 
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Under 18ôs Action Plan 
 
NO Points  for Action (with reference to 

summary text) 
Action  

Who will make a referral 
or carry out the Action 

Target date 

Lead Department Comments;  
i.e. where action is referred or where 
partnership working is required. 
E.g. Council Officer, Highways, School, 

39 

Cafe for children, Brownies and Cubs, 
youth club,  
 

Investigate ways of initiating 
these activities. Refer data to 
WVHPFMC, Parish Council 
and School. 

Form a community group 
to carry out consultation, 
future planning and 
ensure sustainability Work 
in partnership with 
interested partners & 
Parish Council 

Determined 
by level of 
community 
motivation 

Community 
WVHPFMC 
Whitminster School 
Parish Council 
 

40 

Cycle tracks,  
 

Refer to points 4 & 17, 
above.  

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

See SDC comment, no. 40 Krista Harris 
Refer to points 4 & 17, above.  

41 

Slides & swings. Better play areas for 
under 5's. A little climbing frame for small 
children.  

Refer data to WVHPFMC 
and Parish Council 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

WVHPFMC 
Parish Council 
 

42 

School activities/clubs; Drama, music, 
Dance Classes and Ballet, Art & Craft 
Club, Sport classes (including; Rugby 
Club, Rounders, Football), After school 
club, Computer Club, First Aid, girls 
football club 

Refer data to Whitminster 
School 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

Whitminster School 
 

43 

Permanent school buildings Refer to point 19. above Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

Refer to point 19. above  

44 

More busses to Stonehouse/Stroud and 
evening busses  
 

Refer to point 23 above 
 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

May 2008 See SDC comment, no. 44 Krista Harris 
Refer to point 23 above 
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NO 

Points  for Action (with reference to 
summary text) 

Action  Who will make a referral 
or carry out the Action 

Target date Lead Department Comments;  
i.e. where action is referred or where 
partnership working is required. 
E.g. Council Officer, Highways, School, 

45 

Speed in the village  
 

Refer to point 16 above Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

May 2008 Refer to point 16 above  

46 

Wooded/wildlife areas in village? 
 

Refer to point 32 above Form a community group 
to carry out consultation, 
future planning and 
ensure sustainability Work 
in partnership with 
interested partners & 
Parish Council 

Determined 
by level of 
community 
motivation 

See SDC comment, no. 46 Krista Harris 
Refer to point 32 above  

47 

óFunkyô notice board nearer the playing 
field. 
 

Refer data to parish council Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

Parish Council 
 

48 

Village website - Youth info 
 

Refer data to WVHPFMC, 
parish council, school and 
other interested partners 

Parish Plan Steering 
Group ï make referral 
 

Following 
publication 
of the 
Parish Plan 

WVHPFMC 
Parish Council 
Whitminster School 
 

 
 

49 

Future Plan Management & 
Review 

Parish Council regularly review progress 
and update the plan as required. Parish 
Plan will be an agenda item on the Parish 
Council Agenda. 

Parish Council Continuous Parish Council  
Community 
 

 

 
Key:  WWVHPFMC = Whitminster Village Hall and Playing Field Management Committee   

GRCC = Gloucestershire Rural Community Council 
 SDC = Stroud District Council      BT = British Telecom 

Glos CC = Gloucestershire County Council     IE = Interactive Event Data 
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Stroud District Council Officer's Comments 
 
Number Officer's 

Name 
Stroud District Council Officer's Comments 

 

8 Alex Davies Before a Dog waste bin can be installed an assessment of need/feasibility is carried out as there is a limited budget.  This is based on 3 
criteria: Number of complaints about dog fouling ( 0 have been received from Whitminster in the last year), How many bins there are 
already in the area and the accessibility for emptying. If Whitminster does have a dog fouling problem there are other measures that can be 
taken to resolve this.  If you would like to discuss this further please contact Alex Davies on 01453 754492 

 

10 Jane Bullows Consult with SDC Regeneration Through Sport Service for advice and information. 
 

11 Jane Bullows Consult with SDC Regeneration Through Sport Service for advice and information. 
 

17 Krista Harris The District Council seeks to prepare a cycling strategy encompassing the whole district.  It is anticipated that cycling opportunities in the 
vicinity of Whitminster will be identified.  

22 Krista Harris Stroud District Council do not operate or are responsible for transport initiatives.  An opportunity for transport may exist with Voluntary 
Community Action (Stroud)  

23 Krista Harris Stroud District Council do not operate or are responsible for transport initiatives.  
 

24 Michael Kelly Cardboard recycling is something that residents across the District are requesting more and more.  We are about to commence a trial with 
4 Parish Councils to have cardboard bring sites somewhere in their areas.  We aim for this to be a partnership approach with SDC 
providing the bank and the servicing and the Parish providing the monitoring.  This will build on the three already in position and if the trial 
is successful we aim to have around 20 banks located throughout the District in the future. 

 

The recycling of plastic other than bottles is difficult as there is a lack of reprocessing capacity within the UK, and there are increasing 
concerns over the stability / ethics of foreign markets.  However, over the past few months we have been talking with a number of 
merchants / waste handlers who may be able to offer UK capacity for this material.  We will monitor their progress and hope that in the 
future we will be able to add bring site banks for this waste stream. 

 

SDC currently have no plans to roll out a garden waste service.  There are 2 key reasons for this which are outlined below.  We will, 
however, offer assistance to any organisation that wants to set up community composting facilities.  

a.       The promotion of home compost bins enables the householder to treat the waste as close to where is was produced as possible.  This 
means that a valuable product in the form of compost is produced to improve the garden further.  

b.       The introduction of garden waste collection schemes by other local authorities has seen an increase in the overall amount of waste 
produced.  This results in increased operational costs and an increase in the cost of running the service.  

I will acknowledge that SDC needs to communicate better with residents in relation to the recycling service and we have started to improve 
this.  For example in the recently produced SDC newsletter we have outlined some FAQs about the service.  However, we will work in the 
coming months to provide better information on our website and produce different leaflets for residents on the service.  

The provision of extra capacity within the recycling service is something that we are currently investigating.  In October 2007 we launched 
a new Waste and Recycling Scheme in the Stanleys area of the District which saw weekly recycling collections through the kerbside box.  
Results from this aspect of the trial have been mixed and we have recently engaged residents for feedback.   
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25 Conrad 
Moore 

Unclear on what this is trying to achieve. Is it general issue identified in the District identified by the Council's Vision and Priorities as well as 
through our LSP work? This can be seen at: http://community.stroud.gov.uk/general.asp?pid=34&pgid=1187. The documents listed below 
may have most of the specific information required though. 

 

26 Conrad 
Moore 

The character/design of an individual house will need to comply with policies in the Adopted Stroud District Local Plan in Chapter 7. Need to 
clarify whether it is a design/appearance of a dwelling issue or the type of housing to meet local needs? Need to liaise with Planning 
Strategy on this and/or  play a part in the emerging future LDF. Happy to discuss revised LDF timescales, but the content of our future work 
can be seen at: http://www.stroud.gov.uk/info/localplan/LDS_Submission_Oct_2007.pdf                                                                                                                                                                   
Further guidance is also provided in the residential design guide at: http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/localplan/planning_guidance.asp and is 
provided by other documents such as the IH Conservation Area at http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/planning/canals_ihca.asp. Details of the 
type of houses being built in the District can be seen at: http://www.stroud.gov.uk/info/localplan/SDC_Annual_Monitoring_Report2007.pdf A 
difficulty is that landscape character also plays a role in house design by providing part of the wider context and setting, and this can be 
inspected at http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/localplan/planning_guidance.asp. 

 

27 Conrad 
Moore 

Level of development within the village. What is being sought from this? - evidence to assess potential for future actions if necessary? Could 
be clearer in description and actions. Do you want growth to support local services or provide local housing? The issue is wider than 
housing and should include employment if the Government aims of achieving Sustainable Communities is to be met. Actions should be 
linked to the future Local Development Framework input and within a context of where do they see the village in 20 years time and what it 
will provide for example?                                                                                                                                                                                 
Allocated sites can be seen at: http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/localplan/stroud_district_local_plan.asp and this sets out potential no.s on 
those allocated sites. The Residential Commitment in Stroud District will set out figures for the Parish including unallocated windfall sites: 
http://www.stroud.gov.uk/info/residential_commitment_2008.pdf. Reference should also be made to having an input into the Sustainable 
Communities Strategy and Local Development Framework documents. 

 

28 Conrad 
Moore 

Affordable Housing.  What is being sought from this? - evidence to assess potential for future actions if necessary? Could be clearer in 
description and actions. Actions should be linked to the future Local Development Framework input. Need also to discuss with Pippa Stroud 
and Jon Shaw at SDC.                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Affordable housing numbers can be seen at http://www.stroud.gov.uk/info/localplan/SDC_Annual_Monitoring_Report2007.pdf. Policies in 
Adopted SDLP at Chapter 5. Further guidance is also provided in the emerging Affordable Housing SPD at 
http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/localplan/planning_consult.asp and the Interim Planning Statement at 
http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/localplan/planning_guidance.asp . 

 

29 Jane Bullows Consult with SDC Regeneration Through Sport Service for advice and information. 
 

32 Krista Harris Stroud Valleys Project may be a referral organisation. 
 

35 Krista Harris All planning applications can be viewed on the Stroud District Council's website at: 
http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/planning/planning_application_search.asp  

37 Mike 
Hammond 

The Parish Council will be working with SDC Civil Contingencies Unit to develop a procedure to use the village hall as an Emergency 
Rescue Centre.  

38 Krista Harris Stroud Valleys Car Club may be a referral organisation. 
 

40 Krista Harris The District Council seeks to prepare a cycling strategy encompassing the whole district.  It is anticipated that cycling opportunities in the 
vicinity of Whitminster will be identified.  

44 Krista Harris Stroud District Council do not operate or are responsible for transport initiatives.  
 

46 Krista Harris Stroud Valleys Project may be a referral organisation. 
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Interactive Event Results 

Over 18ôs Questionnaire Results  

Under 18ôs Questionnaire Results  



 

 



 

 

 

Q7. What do you think would enhance the village? (E.g. public green 
spaces/other service or facility) 
62 households (53%) named one or more feature or facility which would 
enhance the village.  

 

Please use a sticky dot to indicate the features or facilities that you feel 
would most enhance the village.  
 

Public green / green space 9 

Public park 4 

The village environment  6 

The village hall 3 

Facilities for young people 
15 
 

Facilities for children  

Less litter 14 

Improved transport 10 

More Shops  

Location of facilities on A38  

Gym 3 

Other leisure facilities or activities 5 

Improved roads & traffic management 1 

Signs  

Housing 1 

Other 2 

No opinion  

 
What solutions can you suggest? What do we need or need to do, how do 
we go about getting it & where should we put it, if we were to get it? 




